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This iﬁ not a course ia theoresical philosophy, nor is it concerned wis: precise
ﬁerminology.éa—eonnectianhnizh_gg;ggggé) It i3 concermed only with Atonmmeaz, or the
correction of percepiion. The means c? “he Atonement is forgiveness. The struciure
ofiadividuia’l congciousnessiis essential’ly irrelsvan?, because it is a conceps
repregenrting the Moriginai error® or the Morigima® sia.™ To study the error izsel?
does mot lead to correctica, if you are indeed to gucceed im overlooking the errcr.
And % is just this procesa of overlocking at which the course aizs.

All terms are potemtially controversial, add thoge who geek controversy will fiad
it. TYet those who geek clarification will findx it as well. They must, however, be
willing to overlook controvery, recognizing that it is a defense against twuth.in the
form of a delaying mancmever. Theological considerations as such are necessarily
controversial//since they depend on belief and can therefors be acceptéd or rejected.
A universal theology is impossible, but a universal experisnce is not only possible
but necessary. It ig this experience toward which the course is directed. Here alonme
ongistency becomes possible, because here alone uncertainty ends.

This course remains within the ego fralework,)where it is needed. It is not
concerned with what is beyond all error because it is planned omly to set the direction
vowards it. Thereforéit uges words, which are symbolic, and cannot express what lies

beyond gymbols. It is always the ego that questions because it is only the ego that

7
doubts. The course merely gives another,kﬁswer,\once a question has been raised. However,
/

this,&ﬁéwer doeg not{%%bempt té?fesort to inventivenress or ingemuity. These are

attributes of the ego. The course is simple. It has ome functiom and one goal. Onmly

in that does it remain wholly consistent because only that can be consistent.

=X

\ai
The e30 will demand many answers/this course does not give. It does not recognize

as questionsg the mere form of a question to which an amswer is impossible. The ego

-1

may a;k, "?ow did the impossible occur?","fo what did the impossible happen?", and may
T
ask’in many formg. Yet there is no answer; only an experience. Seek only thigiband

» not let theology delay you.
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2 Sub-Urtext Use of Terms

-e- ==
You will notice %hat the emphasis cn spructural issues in the course is brief

and early. Afterwards and soon )it drops away to make way for the central teaching.

Since you have asked for clarification, however, these are some of the terms that are

used:

—

o, = The term #Anindf is used to represent the activating agent zomamwExTyI: of Bpirit,
supplying its creative energy. When the term is capitelized it refers to God or

Chrigt (i.e., the Mind of God or the ¥ Mind of Christ{::D

“Spirit is the Thought of God Which He created like Himself. The unified Spirit

is God's one Som, or Christ..’In this world, bscause the mind is split, the Sons of

P i
God appear to be separate. Nor do their minds seem to be joined.

N e -

see In this illusory state,the concept of an #individual mind” seems to be meaningful.

It is therefore described in the course ag if it has two parts; spirit and ego?fSpirit
is the part that is still in camntact with God through the Holy Spirit, Who abides in

this part but sees the other part as well. The term #2 fgoul" is nobt used except in
direct Bit;lical quotations because of its highly comtroversial nature. It would, however,
be an equivalent of f'gpirit,"” with the understanding tha.t)being of God)it is eternal

and was never borm.

The other part of the mird is entirely illusory and makes omly illusioms. Spirit
the

retains potemtial for creating, but its Will which is God's, seems to be imprisoned
while the mind is not umified. Creation cox;tinnes unabated because that is the Will of
God. . This Will is always wmified, and therefore has no meaning in this world. It
has mo opposite amd no degrees.

The mind can be right or ‘m'ong, depending on the voice to which 1t listems.
#ARi ght-mindedness” listens to the Holy Spirit, forgives the world, and through Chrigt's

—T‘
vision sees the real world im its place. }his is the final visioa, the last perceptionm,

the condition in which God takes the fanal step Himself. Here tims and illusions end

together. ﬂwroxgg-_mj.ndedness“ listems to the ego and makes illugioms; perceiving sin and

justifying anger, and seeimg guilt, disease and death as real. Both this world and

the real world are illusions, because right-mindedness merely overlooks, or forgives 5

what mever happened.
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Sub-Urtext Use of Terms . 3

-3-
Therefore it is not thefOne-mindedness®of the Christ Mind, Whose Will is one with

God's. XK S,

e I

~—7.in this world the only remaining freedom is the freedom of choice; YNXEXEREIXHX

Ix always betweem two choices or two voices. Will is not involved in perception

at any level7 and has nothing to do with choice. Conesiousness is the receptive

machanism, receiving messages from above or below; from the Holy Spirit or the ego.
Consciousness has levels and awarensss can shift quite dramatically, bhut it cannot

transcead the perceptual realm. At its highest. it becomes aware of the real world,}

——

P d
and can be triained to do so increasingly. Yet the very fact that it has lewvels and
can be trained demonstrates that semseieusmess cannot reach knowledge.
SO ERTD S s
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4 Sub-Urtext Use of Terms
-f"‘ ! R T-3 a

T1lusions will not last. Their death is sure, and this alone is certain
intggirworld. Tt is the ego's world because of this. What is the_EgQ? But
a dream of what you really are{ A thought you arqépart from your Creato{, and
a wish to be what He created not. It is a thing of madness, not reality at all.

Af Af name for namelessness is all it is. A symbol of impossibility; a chotice

for optionsithat do not exist. we@;:;%&t=%ha%€¥b help us understand that it is

. N e

nothing but an ancient thought that what is made has immortality. But what could
lon2N B

come of this except a dream which llke all dream Lgould—e&hr{hfﬁb

/
~"’“//What is the ego? Nothingness, but in a form that seems lik= something. In
a world of form the ego cannot be deniedy for it alone ik seems real. " How could

God?s Son as He created him abide in form or in a world of form? Who asks you
/ ’
to define thz ego and explain how it arose can be but he who thinks it real, and
is

seeks by definition to ensure that its jllusive nature xax concealed behind the
1 .
words ‘that seem to make it so«:ﬁ%;;re is no definition for a lie that serves to

make it true. Nor can there be a truth that lies concealmd effectively.

(/E;;—;;;T;—;;;;;;;;;—is not denizd by words nor is its meaning clear because

its nature seems to have a form. Who can define the undefinable? Apd yet there
o
\.4-‘ 4

is an anawer even here. ~We cannot really make a deflntion for what the ego is,

e

but we can say what it is not. And this is shown to us with perfect clarity. It

is from this that we deduce all that the ego is. Look at its opposite and you can

see the only answer that is meaningful.

The ego's opposite in every way, - in origin, effect and consequence - we

)

call a miracle. And here we find all that is not the ego in bhe world . Here is
the ego/'s opposltq’and here alone we look on what tha ego was, /Fér here we see

all that it semmed to do, and cause and its effects mast still be one'//dhere

IS
there was darkness now we see the light. What was the ego ? What the darkness
(5
was, Where was the ego? Where the darkness wasw
—

{ What is it now and where can it be found? Nothing and nowhere. Now the
light has come 5 /I'ts opposite has gone without a trace.g'-; Where evil was there
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now is holiness. What is the ego? What the evil was. ‘Where is the ego? 1In an

eviﬂ@ream that but semmed real while you were dreaming itEQQWhere there was cruci-

fixion stands God's Son. What is the ego? Who has need to ask? Where is the

ego? Who has need to seek for an illusion now the dreams are gone?

Whgt is a miracle? A dream as well. )But look at all the aspects of this
dreaq/ énd you 7111 never question any more. ;Look at the kindly world you see
—w i
stroteE® fxr before you as you walk in gi?t}fyess. Look at tthhe¥BEfs all
along the way you travel, happy in Eﬁgiﬁséétgfdﬂeaven and the ce;;:;;%¥ of peace,
And look an instant, too, on what you left behind at lastjandd finally passed by.
This was the ego - all the cruel hate, the need for vengeance and the cries of
pain, the fear off dying and the urge to kill, the brotherless illusioq; and the
self that seemed alone in all the universe. )

— .

~ This terrible mistaks about yourself the miracle corrects as gently as a

loving mother §ings her child to rest.;éié not a song like this what you would
hear? .Mbu1d>§;: not answer all you thought to ask, and even make the question
meaningless??,igur questions have no answee, being made to still God's Voice,
Which asks of everyone éne question only: "Are you ready yet to help Me save
the world?" Ask this instead of what the ego i§,>and you will see a sudden
brightness cover up the world the ego made. No miracle is nowl§ithheld from
anyone. The world is saved from what you thought it was. And what it is, is
wholly uncondemned and wholly pure.

The miracle forgives; the ego damns. Nelther need be defined except by
this. Yit could a definition be more sure, or more in line with what salvation
#K‘—a;:eé Problem and answer lie together here, and having met at last the
choice is clear. Who chooses hell when it is recognized? And who would not

go on a little while when it is given him to understand the way is short and

Heaven is x his goal. (the=end)?
7 R
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6 Sub-Urtext Use of Terms
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S TERMS  -L- pet. 15, 1975

P

{forgiveness is foriGod and towamrd God but not of Him. It is impossible to think

f anything He created that could need forgiveness. Forgiveness, then, is an illusion,
but because of its purpose, which is the Holy Spirit's, it has one difference. Unlike
all other illusiong, it leads away from error and not towards ith’Forgiveness might be
called a kind of happy fiction; a way in which the unknowing can bridge the gap between
their perception‘and the truth. They camnot go directly from perception to knowledge
because they do ﬁot think it is their will to do so. This makes God appear to be an
enemy instead of what He really is. And it is just this insane perception that makes
thenunwwilling merely to rise up and to return to Him in peace.

4nd go they need an illusion of‘Hélp because they are helpless; a Thought of

pPeace because they are in conflict. God knows what His Son needs before he asks.
He is not at all concermed with form, but having given the contemt it is His wWill
that it be understood. And that suffices. The form adapts itself to need; the content

is unchangigg, as eternal as its Creator.

The Face of Chrigt has to be seem before the memory of God cam return. The reasoam

7 tavalie s
is obvious. Seeing the Face of Christ is perception. Nomone can look on knowledge. But

'the/?ace of Christ gis the great symbol of forgiveness. It is salvation. It is the
gymbol of the real world. Whoever looks on this no longer sees the world. He is as

\%
near to Heaven as/possible outside the gate. TYet from this gate it is no more than x
D =Yy RNV

P

Just a step ingide. It is the final step. And this we leave to God.  I%t is a symbol,
too, but as the symbol of His W1l alome it cannot be divided. Amd so the Umity that

it reflects becomes His Will. It is the only thing still in the world ia part, and yet
the bridge to Heaven.
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God's Will is alli there is. We can but go from nothingness to everything; from
sll to Heaven. Is this a jourmey? No, mot in truth, for truth goes nowhere. But
illusions shift from place to place; from time to time. The final step is alsgo but a
shift. As a perceptiom it is part¥¥ unreal. And yet this part will vanish. What
.
remaing is peace eternal and the Will of God.i;"“There are no wisghes ROW, for wishes change.
Even the wished-f,or can bhecome unwelcome.[ That mugt be sg,j‘because the ego camnot be at
peace’.} But Will ;is constant, as the gift of God. And what He gives is always like
Himsel§>/
!/ This is the purposs of the ,Faé:e of Chrigt. It is the gift of God to save His
Son. But look on this and you have been forgﬁ.wn.’iHow lovely does bhe world become
in just that single instant when you see the truth about yourself reflected there.
Now you are sinless and behold your sinlessness. Now you are holy and perceive it so.
And now the X mind returns to its Creator; the joining of the Fahher and the Sonjp
the Unity of unities that stands behind all joining but stidl begond them all. God
i not seen but only understood. His Son is mot attacked but recognized.

CTNC T o — e Dl
The world you see is an illusiom of a world. God did not create 113;) for what He

creates must be eternal as Himself. Yet there is mothing in the world you see that

will enadure forever. Some things will last in time a little uhile\l.onger than others.

But tjje time iimm will come whem all things visible will have an and:(t?i'he body's eyes

are therefore not the means by which the real world can be seen, for the illusgions that

they look upon must lead to more illusions,(’of reality)“: And so they do. For everything

they see not omly will not last)but lends itself to thoughts of sin an d guilt. While

everything that God created is forever without sin and therefore is forever without guilt.
Knowledgz_e_ is mot the remedy for false perception since, being another level, they

can never meet. The one correction possible for false perceptiom must be true/perception.

14/11/06 * dthomp74@hotmail.com




8 Sub-Urtext Use of Terms

T6 OCT. 23, '75
It will not endure. But for the time it lastsy it comes to heal. For true

perception is a remedy -.\d.‘hh many names. Forgiveness, salvation,Ahonement, true
serception, all are one. They arewié;ne beginning)with the end‘to lead to Oneness
far beyond themselves. True perception is the means by which the world is saved from
ghn, for shn doea not exist. And it is this that true perception sees.

The world stands like a block before Christ's face. But true perception locks
on !:t as nothinq more than just a fragile veil, so easily dispelled that it can last

no longer than an instant.

e it

It is seen at last for only what it 3:5. And now it cammot fail to disappear,
was
for now there is an empty place made clean and ready Yhere dbstruction im perceived

$he face of Christ sppears, and in that instant is the world forgot, with time for-
ever ended as the world spins into nothingness from where it came.

. But
A world forgiven cannot last. It was the home of bodies. WA forgiveness

(3
~ e

looks past bodiss. This is its holiness; this is how it heals. The world of bodies
is the world of sin, for only if there 1:23 a bodj is sin possible. From sin comes
guilt as surely ¥£ as forgivmess takes skl guilt awsy. And once all guilt ia gone
what more remains to keep a separated world in place? For place has gone as wall along
with time. Only the body nakoaulmmrld seen real, for being separate it could not re-
main where separation is ‘impoasible. Forgiveness proves it 1is ‘jinpoasible because 1t
sees 1t not. And what you then will overlook will not be @nderstandable to you, Just
aa its opposite was once your certainty. £just as its presence once had been your
certainty.)

This is the shift that true perception brings: | What was projected out 1is
seen within and there forgiveness lets it disappear. For there the altar to the Son
is set, and there his Father is remembered. Here‘are all illusions brought to truth
and 1a:ld)'apon the altar. What 1s seen outside ’umst 1lie beyond forgiveness, for it
aeua’ to be forever zinfulf. Where is hope,uhile zin is seen as outside? What remedy
can guilt expect? Bnt seen within your mind, guilt and forgimesa 114 for sn instant
lie togsther, aide by side,upon one altar. There at 1ast m sicimess and its single
remedy joined in one hsaling brightness. God has comgto claim His Omn. Porgiveness is
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Sub-Urtext Use of Terms 9

TT7

And now God's knowledga, changeless, cerbain, pure and wholly under-
standable, enters /:H:s Kingdom. Qone is perception, false and true alike,

Gone is forgiveness, for its task is done. And gone are bodies in the blazing
light upon the altar to the Son of God. God knows it is Eis Own,as 1t is his.
And here They foin, for here the face of Christ’haa shone sway time's final
inatant,aind*nov is the last perceptionof the world )uithout a purpose and with-
out a cause., For where (od's memory has come at 1aat).tharo is no Journmey, no
belief in sin, no walls, no bodiea,zg the grim appeal of guilt and deatifis
there smuffed out forever. ‘

0 my brothers, if you only knew the peace that will envelop you and
hold.yon safe and pure and lovely in the m.nd) of Qod, you coul@ but rush to
meet Him #}444 ixere\ His altar is. Hallowed your Name and His, for they are
Joined here in this holy place.\ Here He leans down to lirt ym.,‘::kp to Him,

a5 eternity g
out- of 1lluaions into holineas; out of thes world and in!bo timaelessness; out

. of all. fear and given back to Love. %
WM{ e ) o
L L = There ia no need for help to enter Heaven, for/yo left. But

—

there is need for help Yéddd bayond yourself as you fare) circumscribed by
false beliorazidﬂ your Idﬂtity, Which God alone established in roality.
Helpers are given you in many forms, although upon the altar Shey are cne.
BEyond each oney nw there is a Thought of God, and tids will never change.
But they han nones which difser for a time, for time naods aylbola,beclng it-
self um'eal Their names are legion, but we will not go bc:ond the names the

course itself employs. God does not help because He knows no need. But He
)

creates all Helpers of Hia Son while he believes his fantasies are true.} Thank

God for then,(tor they will lead you home.
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10 ‘ Sub-Urtext Use of Terms

T8

The Name of Jesus is the Name of one who was a many but saw the face of

rist in all his brothers and remembersd God. So he became identified with Christ,
& man no longer)but at ons with God. The mam was an illusion, .for he seemed to be a
sepasrate being, walldng by himself, within a body that appeared'to hold his self from
Self, as all illusions do. Yet who can = unless he sees 13).1ua1ons, and then identifies
then aa%hat}’tfaytm? Jesus remains a Savlor because he saw the tail.ae without accepting
it as true. And mix Christ needed his form that He might appear tomen and save them from
their own illusions. \

In his complete idantiﬁ.cation with the Christ, the perfect Son of God, His

ons creation and His happineas, forever 1ike Hinmsgelf and one w:l.th H:I.m -- Jegus became

U qory L
what all ofa'éfmst be. He led the way foras to follo'whim He leads u# back to God

-

because he saw the road befors him J and he follmd it. He made a clean distinction,

gtill obscure 'bo %%;n the false and true. He oﬁe&sm #. ‘a final demnstration o
- is impossible ‘bo kill God's Son; nor can his life in any way be changed by sin and

evil, malice, fea.r death.?jind therefore all ;:r gins have been forgiven pu becanae

they carried no effects at all. Md 8o they were but dreams. Arige with him who showed

you this because you ows him this ;ho shared kt your dreams that they might be dispelled.)

And shares them stil'l.) to be at one with you.)

. Is he the Christ? O yes, along with you} His little 1life on earth was not
qnough to teach the mighty lesson that he leamed for all oft;::’ YHe will remain with you
to lead you from the hell you madse toGod Andwhmyou join your will with his 8,your
sight, will be his vision)for the eyes of Christ are shared. Walking with him is just as
nat‘u.ral as walking with a brother whom you lcf:ew since you were born, for such indeed he
is. Some bitter idols have been made) of him uho would be only brother to th)e um'ld."

Forgive him your illuaions g and behold how dear a brother he would be to you. For he
) )

will set your mind at rest at last and carry it with you unto your God.
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Sub-Urtext Use of Terms 11

T

Is he God's only Helper? No indzed. For Christ takes many forms with different
names until thedir onanéss can be recognized. But Jesus is for you the bearer of lChrist's
gingle message of the Love of God.) You need no other. It 5..3 possible to read hisg words
and benefit from them vwithout accepting him into your hfe.j Yet he would help you yet
a little more if you ‘Ii‘n ghare your pains and joys with him, and leave them both to
£ind the peace of God. TYet still it 1s his lesson most of all that he would have you
learn, anditis}th’ia:) , -
#There is no de:hh ia;cau.;e tha Son— of God‘ is 1ike his Father. Nothing you can do
can change Eternal Love. Forget your dreams of sdn and guilt, and come with me
ingtead to share the resurrection of God's Som. And bring with you all those whom

; .
He has sent to you to care for as I care for you.*
r

Al

T~ “sesua is the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, Whom he called down upon the
earth after he ascended into Heaven, or became completeli identified with the Christ,
the Son of God as He created him. The Holy Spirit, being a creation of the One
 Creator, creating iith}Zim and in His likeness or Spirit, is eternal and has never
changed. He was "called down upon the earth” in the sense that it was now possible
to zecept Him and to hear His Voice., His is the Voice for Cod, and)i‘—sn\?bherefore taf:tx‘:@'
form. This form is not MWis reality,ihich God alone knows along with Christ, His real

Son, Who is part of Him.
VS

The Holy Spirit is described throughout the cofse as giving éﬁha angwer %o the
separation and bringing the plan of the Atonement 'éza’:g&/eatabliahing our particular
part in it, and ahmd.ng)mtly what it is. He has established Jesus as the leader
in carrying out this plan, since he was the first to complete hia own part perfectly.
All power in Heaven and earth i1s therefore given him, and he will share it with you
when you have completed yours. The Atonement principle was given to the Holy Spirit
long before Jesus set it in motion.

The Holy Spirit is described as the remaining communication link between God and
His separated sons. In order to fulfill this special function, the Holy Spirit has

/
assumed a dual function; He knows becanse He is part of God./’, He perceives because He

14/11/06 dthomp74@hotmail.com
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T 10

was sent to save mmam#.y. He is the great correction principle; the bringer of
true perception, the inherent power of the vigion of Christ. He is the 1light in
shich the forgiven world is faxgix perceived; in which the face of Christ alone is seen.
He never forgets the Creator or His Creation. He never forgets the Son of God. He /iy,
forgets you. And He brings the Love of your Father to you in an eternal shining that
will nsver be obliteratod becanse God has put it there.
' Ths Holy Spirit abides in the part of your mind that is part of the Christ
Mind. He represents your Self and your Creator, Who are One. He speaks for God
and slso for you, belng joined with both. And therefore it is He Who proves them
One. He seems to be a Voice, for in that forn‘lie gpeaks God's Word to you. He
seems +o be a Guide through a far comntry, for you need that form of help. He
seems to be whatever meets the needs you think you have. ‘But Ee is not deceived when
you perceive your self entrapped in needs you do not have. 'I It is from these He would
deliver you. "It is from these that He would make you safe.

Tou are His manifestation in this world. Your Frother calls to you to be
His Voice along with him. Alone he camot be the Helper of God's Sony for he a’l.om |
is functionless. But joined with you he is tha ahininggtwﬂ.or of the world,&:/o
parf in its redemption you have made complete. He offers thanks to you as well as
hin, for you arokse with him when he began to save the world. And you will be with
him when time is overy and no trace remaing of dreams of spite in which you dance
to death's thin melody. For in its place the hymn to God is heo.rd a little while.
And then the ¥4ico is gono, no longer to take form but to return to the sternal
grmlesmeas of God.
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F;;éé;-no£ once this journey % is begun the end is certain. Doult along
the way will come and go and go to come again. Yet is the ending sure. No
one can fail to do what God appointed him to do. When youffBéet, remember that
you walk with Him and with His Word mpon your heart. Who could despair when
Hope like this is his? TIllusions of despair may seem to come, but learn how
noéﬁie deceiyed by them. Behind each one there is reality and there is God.
Why would yoh wait for this, and trade it for illusions when His Love is but
an instant farther on the raad where all illusions end? The end is surey and
guaranteed by God. Who stands before a lifeless image when a step away the
Holy of the Holies opens up an ancient door that l=2ads beyond the world? You
are a stranger hers,, But you belong to Him Who loves you as He loves Himself,
Ask but my help to roll the stone away)and it is done according to His Will.

e have begun the journey. Long ago the end was written in the starsy

and set into the Heavens with a shining ray that kmtdx held itz safe within

eternity and through all time as well. And holds it still; unchanged, unchanging

0 .
and unchangeable. Be not afraid. We only start again an ancient journey long

ago begun that but seems new. We have begun again upon a road we travelled on
before and lost our way a litils while. Apd now we try again. Our new beginning
has the certainty the journey lacked till now. Look up and see His Word among
the stars.where He has set your name along with His. Look mp and find your
certain destiny the world woudld hide but God would have you see.

Let us wait here in silence, amd kneel down an@ instant in our gratitude
to Him Who called to us and helped us ¥mrm hear His Call. Apd then let us
arise and go in faith along the way to Him. Now we are sure we do not walk
alone. TFor God is here, and with Him all our brothers. Now we know that we
will never lose the way again. The song begins again which had been stopped
{stilled) only an instant, though it seemed to be unsung forever. What is

here begun will grow in life and strength and hope, until the world is still

14/11/06 dthomp74@hotmail.com

AT A R O
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an instant, and forgets all that the dream of sin had made of it.
Let us go out to meet the newborn world, knowing that Christ has been
reborn in it )and that the holiness of this rebirth will last forever. We had

o
lost our wayy but He has found it for us. Let us jme and bid Him welcome Who

- peturns to us to celebrate salvation and the end of all we thought we made. The

e

. (=}
morming star of this new day looks on a different gxy world where God is £Y wel-
{
comed and His Son with Him. We who complete Him zxm offer thanks to Him, as
flpikesck . (quiet)~
He gives thanks to us. The Son is still % and in the paace-that God has
J

given him enters his home and is at peace at last. *

*am-there is shill.at-last

énters—the—stitinessof-hts-homs 4t last.

enters. his—~home -in-stillness~and.-in.peace:

( Decmeber 3, 1975)
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