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W 140 
 
24 March 2006 
 
Editor’s Note: by Doug Thompson 
 
This page is filler inserted in order to keep the numerical 
sequence of the manuscript correct.  It would appear that 
there never was a page 140 in the Workbook manuscript 
retrieved from the USCO in June of 2000.  No page 140 is 
present in any copy consulted. 
 
Between the end of Lesson 72 on page 139 of this manuscript 
and the beginning of Lesson 73 on page 141 of this 
manuscript there is no additional material in any known 
version of ACIM. 
 
It is likely therefore that the Scribes simply missed a 
page number rather than inadvertently leaving out any 
material. 
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W 215 
 
24 March 2006 
 
Editor’s Note: by Doug Thompson 
 
This page is filler inserted in order to keep the numerical 
sequence of the manuscript correct.  It would appear that 
there never was a page 215 in the Workbook manuscript 
retrieved from the USCO in June of 2000.  No page 215 is 
present in any copy consulted. 
 
Between the end of Lesson 106 on page 214 of this 
manuscript and the beginning of Lesson 107 on page 216 of 
this manuscript there is no additional material in any 
known version of ACIM. 
 
It is likely therefore that the Scribes simply missed a 
page number rather than inadvertently leaving out any 
material. 
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24 March 2006 
 
Editor’s Note: by Doug Thompson 
 
This page is filler inserted in order to keep the numerical 
sequence of the manuscript correct.  It would appear that 
there never was a page 227 in the Workbook manuscript 
retrieved from the USCO in June of 2000.  No page 227 is 
present in any copy consulted. 
 
Between the end of Lesson 110 on page 226 of this 
manuscript and the beginning of REVIEW 3 on page 228 of 
this manuscript there is no additional material in any 
known version of ACIM. 
 
It is likely therefore that the Scribes simply missed a 
page number rather than inadvertently leaving out any 
material. 
 
We note additionally that on the top of page 226, “227” is 
handwritten in, indicating an early editor was aware of the 
issue. 
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W 397 
22 March, 2006  
 
Editor’s Note by Doug Thompson:  
 
This page is filler inserted in order to keep the numerical 
sequence of the manuscript correct. It would appear that 
there never was a page 397 in the Workbook Manuscript 
retrieved from the USCO in June of 2000.  
 
As you can see, page 396 has “396-397” written at the top, 
suggesting a recognition of the absence of page 397. 
 
Lessons 182 and 183 are reversed in order in the 1975 and 
1996 FIP abridgements of ACIM.  We can only guess this was 
another of the many inadvertent “typos” in those editions.  
In this manuscript they appear in their original 
chronological sequence.   
 
Lessons 252 and 253 on pages 607 and 608 of this manuscript 
were reversed in order to what they are now in the copy we 
received.  We do not know if this reversal occurred before 
or after the material was copied in 2000.  We set them in 
this order because the final and clearest handwritten 
markup indicates Helen (and/or Bill) intended them to be in 
this order, after typing them in the opposite order.  
However, there remains a bit of ambiguity and rather 
clearly the sequence was altered at least once, and perhaps 
more than once in the early history of the Course.   
 
This is also the order adopted by FIP, and perhaps for 
exactly the same reason. 
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24 March, 2006 
 
Editor’s Notes: by Doug Thompson 
 
In June of 2000 portions of the 22 Volumes of Helen 
Schucman’s Unpublished Manuscripts on file at the USCO were 
copied.  In August of 2000, some of that material appeared 
on the Internet.  This document consists of portions of 
Volumes 20 and 21 from the USCO labelled “Urtext of a 
Course in Miracles and Related Material”. 
 
This document is a combination of two copies of the 
material, one of which was that first published on the net 
in 2000 and another, anonymously donated, which contains 
the pages the Internet copy is missing but is otherwise 
clearly a separate photocopy (where pages are skewed, they 
are skewed differently) although probably a later 
generation, of the same original document. 
 
Along with the Text and Teachers Manual volumes of ACIM 
retrieved at the same time, this Workbook material has 
become known today as the “ACIM Urtext.”  It’s almost 
certainly not.  The term “urtext” properly refers to the 
“original” or “first” writing, and that name can only 
accurately be applied either to Helen Schucman’s original 
notebooks or the first typescript of those which was typed 
by William Thetford as she read from those notes day by day 
during the dictation from October 21st 1965 to September 7th 
1972.  It is very clear that at least part of the early 
chapters of the Text is already highly edited from that 
first transcript of Helen’s notes.  Numerous typos which 
Thetford described as plaguing the first typescript, such 
as typing “bother” instead of “brother” and “crucifiction” 
instead of “crucifixion” do not appear in this version. 
 
It thus seems nearly certain that at least in part, the 
Text portion of this material is not the Thetford 
Typescript, or genuine Urtext, but rather a later re-typing 
of the Course Helen Schucman is said to have made prior to 
the abridgement of the Course she undertook with Kenneth 
Wapnick in 1973 which was published as the FIP First 
Edition in 1976. 
 
It is therefore less edited than the 1975 Abridgement but 
somewhat edited and certainly more so than the Notes or the 
Urtext is supposed to be. 
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It is less certain, but only slightly so, that the Workbook 
and Manual portions of the USCO document are not the 
genuine Urtext.  The Workbook contains a number of signs of 
being a re-typed and cleaned up version of an earlier 
document.  Among the signs is the presence of multiple page 
numbers handwritten in addition to the numbers typed in.  
These presumably correspond to another “version” from which 
this is being typed.  Due to the fact that there are few 
variations between this version of the Workbook as marked 
up and that published in 1975, it does not appear to be the 
precursor to yet another re-typing between this one and the 
1975 Abridgement which is what the genuine Urtext would be. 
 
Re-typing something this large is a great deal of work and 
it is highly unlikely Schucman would have undertaken a re-
typing unless there were a significant number of changes to 
make, even if those were only corrections of earlier 
mistakes. 
 
Further study or simply greater candour from the folks at 
FIP and FACIM who may well know the answers to these 
questions will hopefully soon allow us to be more certain 
of the precise place of this document in the history of the 
Course.  What we can say for sure now is that it is 
certainly not entirely the original manuscript or Urtext 
and it seems highly unlikely that any of it is.  It is, 
however, the oldest ACIM manuscript which has so far become 
available.  Those in possession of the original are not, as 
of this date, for reasons entirely unknown to me, willing 
to let you or I take a look. 
 
Because we are sure it is not the Urtext but are somewhat 
unsure of exactly which version it really is, we have 
chosen to call this document the Sub-Urtext or “Sub-Ur” for 
short.  We are reasonably sure it comes after the Urtext 
and certain it precedes the HLC Version of 1972. 
 
The pagination in this copy is utterly chaotic in the Text 
portion, but rather good in the Workbook. Only five pages 
are missing from the typed pagination sequence, pages 16, 
140, 215, 227, and 397.  Page 16 is actually numbered 
“15A”.  It is followed by page 17.  It seems only the 
numbers are lost, and that those pages never did exist.  No 
other versions we’ve had access to include any extra 
material where those page numbers are missing.  To keep the 
page number marked identical to the actual page number, we 
have added a page of notes in each location for the 
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convenience of the reader.  Thus the “go to page 500” 
command will actually end up on the page marked “500” 
rather than “504.” 
 
After the original page 268, and before page 269, the 
Christmas 1969 poem was inserted, in correct chronological 
order.  Again, in order to keep the pagination consistent, 
this page has been moved to the end of the document.  There 
is no reason to suppose that it was ever intended to be a 
part of the Workbook. 
 
The original page 461 was typed on two sheets, again 
throwing out the pagination.  However there was room to put 
both on one page so we printed, cut and pasted and 
rescanned pages 461 and 461a onto a single page.  The alert 
reader may notice a slight decrease in type size on the 
current page 461.  No writing or typing was removed or 
obscured in this process. 
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