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Provenance 
This is a facsimile copy (digitized photocopy) of the paper photocopy of the Text volume 

of the HLC manuscript discovered at the Association for Research and Development library 
(ARE) late in 1999.  While it is almost entirely legible, the quality of this copy is less than 
we might like and less than would be possible were it not for the fact that ARE reports they 
cannot locate their copy, so a new reproduction cannot be made at this time. 

We have slightly altered the order of pages, moving the whole of the Table of Contents, 
along with the cover pages, to the end.  Originally Schucman and Thetford bound the volume 
in four 3-ring binders of roughly eight chapters each with a Table of Contents for those chap-
ters in each binder.  For ease of reference I have consolidated the Table of Contents at the 
end so that the actual page number and the page counter in the PDF reader correspond.  Thus 
if you wish to check page 500, you can enter the “GOTO page 500” command and get right to 
page 500. 

Within a month of the discovery of the HLC manuscript a typed machine readable elec-
tronic text (e-text) was produced and distributed on the net.  In the years since the initial re-
lease, that text has been proof-read into two distinct e-texts.  One is known as the “Corrected 
HLC” and the other is known as the “HLC Replica.”  The former, as its name implies, at-
tempts to correct obvious mistakes and typos in the original manuscript.  It is not “edited for 
content” but just for apparently inadvertent mistakes.  The “replica,” in contrast, attempts to 
preserve every keystroke of the original, errors and all.  For the purposes of looking up a pas-
sage in the manuscript, each of these e-texts provides a searchable reference.   

Quality problems 
Unfortunately, a few of the words are very faint in this copy and someone, before the 

material got to us, wrote by hand over the faint lettering in a few places to make it clearer.  
That wouldn’t be so bad except that whoever did it didn’t have access to earlier manuscripts 
and so had no way of knowing what was there originally in all cases. This actually introduces 
some errors and obscures whatever limited legibility the original copy possessed. This is an-
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other example where access to the “original” material could be very helpful.  However, seri-
ous legibility issues only affect a tiny handful of words. 

These errors are corrected in the Corrected HLC.  The Corrected HLC also standardizes 
spelling and capitalization, and replaces a number of apparently inadvertently omitted words 
and phrases.  These are all documented in the Corrected HLC with footnotes or in the Pref-
ace.  In this way the reader can see both what the original document contains and the correc-
tions proposed by the editors. 

The Replica Edition preserves every keystroke, errors and all.  The Corrected HLC is the 
base text of the MPF HLC Concordance.  Search capabilities are enhanced because 
Schucman’s sometimes erratic spelling is standardized and thus predictable.  The Replica 
Edition is also searchable, and if you are looking for and recall a particular typo, that’s the 
searchable text to start with. 

Reference and Cross-Reference 
We have added PDF “bookmarks” for each of the chapter and section headings.  In the 

two e-text editions included in this compilation, the Corrected HLC and the HLC Replica, the 
same referencing system is used.  It is similar though not identical to the FIP referencing sys-
tem.  The 31 chapters are numbered 1 to 31 and within each chapter are up to 12 sections, 
labelled A through L.  Counting the paragraphs within the sections is generally simple, as the 
paragraph breaks are usually obvious from the indents.  The e-text editions are also paginated 
identically to the original manuscript which makes cross-referencing back and forth very 
straightforward. 

These same reference points, the chapter and section breaks, have also been marked and 
bookmarked in the earlier versions, the Urtext and the Notes both in the facsimile and the e-
text versions.  In this way one can take a chapter and section reference from any edition of 
any version and immediately locate the same chapter and section in any other.  Since the 
paragraph breaks are not always consistent between versions, the actual paragraph number 
will sometimes vary from one version to another.  Even when not identical, it will generally 
be close, however, so is not entirely useless.  It’s just not entirely precise. 

In the FIP First and Second Editions the chapter and section breaks have been moved in 
some cases, but most of the time, especially in later chapters, the FIP chapter, section and 
paragraph number will be the same or at least very close.  To facilitate cross-referencing be-
tween FIP and earlier versions, we include an e-text of FIP which has both the original HLC 
and the later edited chapter and section break points marked.  A cross-reference chart is also 
provided at the end of these Editor’s Notes. 

Referencing issues are dealt with at greater length in the Release Notes and the Tutorial 
which are included in the Scholar’s Toolbox compilation. 
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History: background and origins 
The following is a revised and condensed version of the HLC FAQ which I originally 

prepared in February of 2000 when first trying to identify the ARE manuscript.  Initially it was 
supposed this might be the original typing of ACIM, the Thetford Transcript but the presence 
of chapter and section breaks plus its being found at the ARE Library which Cayce had 
managed in 1972 led us to conclude it was the HLC version of 1972 rather than one of the 
earlier typings. 

Some of the comments in the following reprint are recognizably incomplete or fragmen-
tary, representing, as they do, the state of knowledge in March of 2000. 

1. What is the Hugh Lynn Cayce Version (HLC) and where did it come 
from? 

The Hugh Lynn Cayce Version of the Course, sometimes called the HLC version, is de-
scribed by Kenneth Wapnick as Schucman’s second retyping.1  Elsewhere2 it is described as 
a third re-typing.  The dictation of the Course was completed in September 1972.3 In the 
summer of 1971 Schucman and Thetford had begun to add chapter and section divisions and 
remove personal material that had been given to Schucman and Thetford along with the 
Course.4 While the editing was specifically assigned to Thetford,5 as it proceeded, Schucman 
became the principal editor.  It is not clear precisely the role each played in the editing of this 
document. 

Schucman wrote of this in her unpublished autobiography: 
“I assumed the attitude of an editor whose role is to consider only form and disregard con-

tent as much as possible... Bill was adamant in opposing any changes at all, except for deleting 
the too personal early references and correcting actual typing errors. I wanted to change just 
about everything, but I knew that Bill was right. Any changes I made were always wrong in the 
long run, and had to be put back. The strictly editorial attitude not only helped me get through a 
long and difficult job, but also proved to be the most helpful, as far as the actual material was 
concerned. It had a way of knowing what it was doing, and was much better left exactly as it 
was.”6 (emphasis mine) 

Bill Thetford, we can see, was adamant that no changes be made other than correcting 
typing errors and removing specifically personal material. Schucman said she made many 
changes and then returned the material to its original form in the editing process.  Except for 
a very few exceptions, mostly involving punctuation, there is no evidence that Schucman 
ever restored anything to an earlier form once it had been changed.  Subsequent textual study 
has indicated that despite Thetford’s “adamance” that nothing be changed, a good deal was 
actually changed. 

                                                 
1 Kenneth Wapnick, Absence from Felicity p 359 
2 introduction to the 32-part cassette tape series entitled:  "Classes on the Text of A Course in Miracles" 
3 Robert Skutch, Journey Without Distance, pp 78-80; Absence p 330, 
4 Journey p 78 
5 Urtext T 1 B 25i 16 
6 Schucman's unpublished autobiography quoted in Absence, p 329 
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This 14 month process,7 begun in the summer of 1971, would have ended in the fall of 
1972 if Skutch is right, which is when the scribing of the third volume, the teacher’s manual, 
ended. The editing was underway when the Voice began dictating the third volume, the 
Manual for Teachers on April 12, 1972.8 

Wapnick writes in Absence: 
“After scribing was completed [September 1972], Helen and Bill prepared a copy of the 

manuscript for Hugh Lynn [Cayce]. This, incidentally, was the manuscript I first saw, and which 
Helen, Bill, and I always referred to as the ‘Hugh Lynn version.’”9 

Wapnick adds a most curious footnote to this statement: 
“This appellation should not be taken to suggest that there were other versions of the 

Course; it referred only to the latest typing of the manuscript.”10  

Just what Wapnick means by “versions” here is unclear since there are indeed quite a 
number of “versions” in existence, and the “latest typing” was always substantially revised. 

The phrase “after scribing was completed” is vague.  Skutch, in Journey Without Dis-
tance pins this down to 14 months after “the summer of 1971” placing it in the fall of 1972.  
We must ask of “the scribing was completed” the question “the scribing of what?” because 
Schucman continued to take dictation from the “Voice” until at least 1978, some of which 
has been widely recognized as part of the ACIM canon.  I am guessing Skutch meant the 
scribing of the Manual for Teachers volume. The Use of Terms, Psychotherapy, Song of 
Prayer and Gifts of God volumes came later. 

Wapnick first saw this “Hugh Lynn version” in May of 1973.11 This would place its 
completion some time between the end of the scribing in October 1968 (last dated entry in 
Text volume of the Urtext) and May of 1973 when Wapnick says he first read it. Hugh Lynn 
Cayce received a copy of this version, likely shortly after it was completed. Since it was al-
ready called the Hugh Lynn version in May of 1973 according to Wapnick, it had likely been 
completed and given to Hugh Lynn Cayce some time prior to that.  Robert Skutch states that 
between September 1972 and March 1973, Thetford provided the completed Course to Hugh 
Lynn Cayce and 3 other people.12  Skutch gives the date September 1972 for the HLC while 
Wapnick only indicates that by May 1973, it existed since he was given a copy at that time. 

This is not the only version of the Course Hugh Lynn Cayce had seen. 

Wapnick writes in “Absence”: 

“Helen and Bill were to return to Virginia Beach shortly after the Course began [October 
1965], and over the years developed a helpful friendship with Hugh Lynn Cayce, who was ex-
tremely supportive of Helen. Helen and Bill made copies of the as-yet-incomplete manuscript for 
him, and he was obviously impressed with what he read. Helen and Bill later told me that Hugh 
Lynn felt that his father Edgar had something to do with the transmission of the Course.”13  

                                                 
7 Journey p 78 
8 Absence p 330 
9 Absence p 127 
10 Absence p 127 
11 Absence p 335 
12 Journey p 85 
13 Absence p 127 
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Robert Skutch states that Schucman and Thetford showed the unfinished manuscript of 
the text to Hugh Lynn Cayce in New York during the first year of the scribing, which would 
have been some time in 1965 or 1966.14  

There is indication, therefore, that Hugh Lynn Cayce was periodically provided with 
parts of the Course from early in the scribing until the completed, edited HLC version was 
presented to him some time between September of 1972 and March of 1973. 

Some time after receiving this copy, Hugh Lynn Cayce deposited it in the ARE (Asso-
ciation for Research and Development) library of the Edgar Cayce Foundation in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia where it remained until at least January of 2000.  In 2006 the ARE reported 
their original copy was missing and they could offer no explanation. 

We can be reasonably confident that the ARE copy is the final edited version and not 
one of the earlier drafts because it has the chapter divisions and contains no “personal” mate-
rial.  

What happened to other copies of earlier versions that Cayce may have possessed is un-
known to this writer.  It is also unknown whether Cayce was provided with copies of any of 
the other volumes.  Only the Text volume was found at ARE. 

The e-text edition of the Hugh Lynn Cayce Version (or HLC) published on the net in 
January 2000 was made from this public domain copy at the ARE library. It was typed into 
computers and proofread 4 times by volunteers and contains minimal editing, even the origi-
nal spelling mistakes are generally preserved. There are, however, numerous (458 by one 
count) typing errors in the January 2000 version which slipped through the proofreading.  
These copying mistakes have been substantially corrected in the accompanying e-texts. 

2. What is the relationship between the Hugh Lynn Cayce Version (HLC) 
and other versions of the Course?  

This is both a simple and very complicated question.  Of the five Historical Scribal Ver-
sions in which the Scribes themselves had a hand, and whose existence is reasonably certain, 
the HLC is most likely the fourth.  There is some evidence suggesting there are in fact six 
Scribal Versions of which the HLC is the fifth.  In any case all the evidence points to the 
HLC being the second to last version of the Text compiled by the Scribes, the subsequent and 
final editing in 1973-75 being the last version in which either Schucman or Thetford had a 
hand. 

When it was “re-discovered” in late 1999, it was recognized as pre-dating the only ver-
sion widely known at the time, the 1975 FIP Abridgement.  The thought arose at that time 
that it was perhaps the first or earliest version, possibly even an exact transcript of the origi-
nal Shorthand Notes.  It certainly was the earliest version generally available at the time 
which led to it being thought of as “the original.” 

Although subsequent releases of earlier material have conclusively demonstrated that the 
HLC is a heavily abridged and edited version which arose late in the editing history of 
ACIM, there are many who remain unaware of this fact and continue to view it as the “origi-

                                                 
14 Journey p 62 
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nal” text of the Course, which it most certainly is not.  In fact it is about 50,000 words shorter 
than the earlier Urtext manuscript. 

The reader must recall that while these questions could have been very quickly and au-
thoritatively resolved if the original primary source material had been made available to 
scholarship, that material was not made available by its custodians and it has only been with 
extreme difficulty that copies of the primary ACIM source material have gradually, in dribs 
and drabs, become available over the past decade.  It remains unclear as to how much, if any 
further primary source material exists, but has not yet surfaced.   

In the months and years following the publication of the HLC in 2000, a good deal of 
ACIM primary source material which is obviously earlier than the HLC has turned up, and 
from this material we can with certainty identify two versions earlier than the HLC.  These 
are the Shorthand Notes which was the first written form of ACIM and a document known 
generally as the Urtext which is a typed manuscript which clearly pre-dates the HLC.   

While this Urtext document has been widely accepted as the original transcript of the 
Notes typed by Bill Thetford, close examination of that document has led some to conclude 
that a least large parts of it is a later edited re-typing.  This would mean that the original Thet-
ford Transcript has not yet become available.  

These two questions, the identification of the Urtext and the actual “version history” of 
the Course are addressed in some detail in two essays I’ve written which appear as appendi-
ces to the Seven Volume Urtext edition and are included on the documentation menu of the 
Scholar’s Toolbox CD. 

3. But I've always heard there were “virtually no changes?”  
You not only heard it, you can read Helen Schucman’s own words in the Preface to the 

Second Edition: 

“Only a few minor changes have been made. Chapter titles and subheadings have been in-
serted in the Text, and some of the more personal references that occurred at the beginning have 
been omitted. Otherwise the material is substantially unchanged.”15 - Helen Schucman  

While this may reflect Schucman’s memory of the editing, during which she “invaria-
bly” fell asleep,16 according to Wapnick, this recollection of Schucman’s is somewhat at 
variance with the evidence.  The extent of changes in the early chapters, aside from the re-
moval of “personal material,” is vastly greater than anyone could reasonably deem consistent 
with the description “substantially unchanged.” It is worth noting that the amount of editing 
in the later chapters is vastly less than in the early chapters and it is not nearly so inaccurate 
to say of most of the later material that it is “substantially unchanged.”  It’s possible that is 

                                                 
15 Preface to the FIP Second Edition 
16 Absence p 361  Wapnick’s extensive account of his recollections of the final editing in 1973-74 indicates that 
in his perception, Schucman was very resistant to the process and was anything but fully and actively engaged.  
He suggests that he essentially had to cajole her through it.  While I know of no basis to argue that changes, 
other than typos, were made of which she was not aware and of which she did not approve, Wapnick does leave 
the impression that she was distracted and not paying close attention.  In my view, the evidence tends to con-
firm Wapnick’s report here because the result, the 1975 Abridgement, looks like it was done hastily and inatten-
tively.  It appears very sloppy at many points. 
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what she was thinking of when that description was made, in which case it is reasonably ac-
curate. 

In the 1987 FIP promotional video Bill Thetford, Ken Wapnick, Judith Skutch, and oth-
ers all face the camera and speak the words “virtually no changes” in their descriptions of the 
editing process. Thetford and Wapnick had seen the 1973 Hugh Lynn Cayce Version (the 
HLC) and the 1975 Version. Judith may not have seen the earlier material at the time she 
made that statement. 

The Hugh Lynn Cayce Version finally resurfaced in January of 2000. There was consid-
erable astonishment and consternation when it was discovered that the first five chapters of 
the ‘virtually unchanged’ FIP editions were 25% smaller and substantially re-written with 
numerous other word substitutions and significant changes throughout the text.   

The claims that the editing made no changes of significance are many and conspicuous. 
In “Absence” Wapnick goes into considerable detail about how they worried about commas 
and capitalization but nowhere stresses that very large portions of material, other than per-
sonal material were removed. Some 10,000 words were removed from the HLC in the prepa-
ration of the 1975 Abridgement and anyone can see that little if any of it can reasonably be 
deemed “personal” in nature. 

The editing between the Urtext and the HLC was far more drastic.  It removed about 
50,000 words, some of which is indeed personal, but most of which has to do with sex and 
possession fallacies.  This entire extensive discussion was omitted.  It is very difficult to de-
scribe this material as “personal” and lacking general relevance especially when it says: 

“I want to finish the instructions about sex, because this is an area the miracle 
worker MUST understand.”17 

That statement specifically indicates that the instructions about sex are of relevance to 
“the miracle worker” which designation surely precludes viewing it as “strictly personal” and 
of relevance only to the Scribes. 

Schucman was involved in this entire multi-year process in which about 60,000 words, 
only a minority of which were really “personal,” were removed in several editing passes.  
Something curious is afoot here because she ends up describing this extensive editing in 
these words: “some of the more personal references that occurred at the beginning have been 
omitted.”   

It’s true that some of the more personal references were omitted.  Indeed all of them 
were omitted and so was a great deal that wasn’t remotely personal.  It’s not that her state-
ment is inaccurate so much as it is misleading due to being incomplete. It creates the impres-
sion that this is all that was omitted.  It’s only half the truth. 

The problem here for the most part is not that the statements made about the editing 
were entirely incorrect.  Generally each statement is true of some of the material.  The prob-
lem is that this is only part of the story and what they didn’t say is how much else was 
changed, most notably in those first eight chapters. 

                                                 
17 Urtext p. 37 T 1 B 40b  
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The official story of the Editorial Era was “virtually no changes” and it appears that it 
was never seriously challenged or doubted by anyone other than Bill Thetford himself, and 
that only in private. Hugh Prather published the following remarkable and extremely reveal-
ing comment in July of 1999: 

“First, a disclaimer: The information I give here about the early days of the Course is sprin-
kled with a few direct observations but comes primarily from many conversations my wife Gayle 
and I had with Bill Thetford over the years. If there are any inaccuracies, please chalk these up to 
my faulty memory of what Bill told us, because nothing here is taken from books and biogra-
phies about the Course.  

“Bill thought it amusing that many “official” details about how the Course came were not 
what he recalled, even though he was by that time the only one alive who had been there from 
the beginning. For instance, once he laughed and said, “Now they're saying the Course came 
over a period of ___ years. I always thought it was ___ years.” For reasons that I hope will be-
come clearer as we go along, my purpose is not to correct historical details and for that reason I 
am not getting into them. “Getting into details” instead of getting into God is what causes all the 
trouble.  

“The lesson for Gayle and me was that although Bill disagreed with some of the “facts” that 
were being recorded about his and Helen’s lives, and some of the actions that were being taken 
in the name of the Course, he did not feel the need to impose his position on other people. How-
ever, please note that he did have a position on these and many other subjects, and, primarily as a 
form of humor, he often would voice his position.  

“It simply isn't possible to have an ego and yet have no position, no opinions, no attitudes. 
In fact, when we look at our minds honestly, we see that we have mixed feelings and multiple 
opinions about almost everything. It is how we respond to our positions, to our own points of 
view--not staying unaware of them--that determines our sense of wholeness and peace. Bill’s 
gentle example was: Do not become preoccupied with your position--which you inescapably will 
do if you try to force it on someone else.  

“In 1978, Gayle and I met Bill Thetford, Judy and Bob Skutch, Jerry Jampolsky, and sev-
eral other people associated with the Course, all of whom were living in Tiburon at the time. 
Even though there was an underlying sense of family and mutual support among these people, 
several of them seemed to be wrestling with two contrasting attitudes toward the Course. One 
was that the Course needed protecting and promoting. In those days, this point of view was still 
quite weak because the original thinking--during the period when the Course was being turned 
over to The Foundation for Inner Peace--was that “the Course is for everyone” and shouldn't 
even be copyrighted, which of course would mean that no one organization could control it.”18 

While Prather disclaims any attempt to set the historical record straight, he actually 
manages to do just that by reporting the fact that “what was being said” was actively doubted 
and even disputed by Thetford himself.   

 It may tell us that “what was being said” was less of a “factual history” or “historical re-
cord” and more of an “evolving story” or myth based on embellished human memory of ac-
tual events. Knowing that, we know we need to double check and verify any statements of 
“fact” in that story before accepting them as accurate records of events.   

This will not come as a surprise to Historians, but it may surprise some readers. 
                                                 
18 Hugh Prather, What is the Course? Will it exist in the 21st Century? 
http://www.nhne.com/misc/food0001.html 
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Of all historical sources, human memory is among the least reliable.  While it can be and 
sometimes is precisely accurate, it is also unreliable and subjective – and thus subject to in-
terpretation and modification over time.  The result is that its reliability is often difficult to 
assess without reference to more objective physical or textual evidence. 

At the time Wapnick began working with Schucman and Thetford, in May 1973, he re-
ported that “Helen and Bill were each firmly convinced that the other – now more than ever – 
was the cause of all problems and failures: past, present, and future.”19  

Thetford, described as a passive-aggressive personality, avoided confrontation and was 
quickly supplanted as “Editor-in-Chief” of the Course, a role he is assigned in the original 
dictation.20 For help in the final editing Schucman turned to Wapnick who did not share 
Thetford’s view that the material should not be changed.  This idea, this “virtually no 
changes” was Thetford’s idea.  The description was kept by Wapnick and Schucman in their 
subsequent editing, but the substance of the idea was left behind. 

On February 19, 2000, Wapnick told the Salt Lake Tribune 
“A lot of changes had to be made because Helen’s hearing was not all that good,” he said. 

“The early material was not polished or well-written and had a number of inconsistencies.”  

Not only is the fact of “a lot of changes” finally admitted, we are given an explanation; 
the early material was “not polished or well-written.”  Those who have had the opportunity to 
compare the earlier to the later material do not all share Wapnick’s view.  Indeed, in the view 
of many the attempts to correct inconsistencies only multiplied inaccuracies.  Wapnick con-
firms here what the textual evidence shows, that when inconsistencies were perceived, the 
content was changed.  Far from being “virtually unchanged” it was in many places substan-
tially re-written. 

Schucman became better at discerning the words as the dictation continued according to 
Wapnick: 

“If you have a faucet that hasn't been used for a long time and turn it on, you first get a lot 
of rust and impurities. Helen’s experience in the early weeks and months was like that,” he said.  

But, Wapnick insists, no editing was done without Schucman’s approval.  
“The editing that Helen and I completed was Helen’s work,” Wapnick said this week. “Any 

thought that it was I who did the editing could only be held by someone who clearly did not 
know Helen.”21  

The story changed when the long-suppressed evidence was produced. Rather than insist-
ing the material was “virtually unchanged,” once the evidence was out Wapnick proceeded to 
justify the changes as Helen’s work.  There is no way I know of to tell, in a collaborative 
venture such as the final editing was, which change was initiated by which collaborator or 
how much influence Wapnick might have had on Helen’s interpretation. 

Thetford, for his own reasons, rightly or wrongly chose not to challenge Wapnick’s and 
Schucman’s “story” and their departure from his policies in public or directly, though his re-

                                                 
19 Absence p 333 
20 Urtext p. 16 T 1 B 25i.  
21 Salt Lake Tribune: February 19, 2000, Peggy Fletcher Stack 
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lationship with her deteriorated after Wapnick became involved. Thetford certainly did chal-
lenge the story in private however. 

Wapnick’s revised argument seems based on the idea that if Schucman approved a 
change, then her opinion was “authoritative.”  I can readily understand how for him, in 1974, 
that was inevitably the case.  If Schucman wanted a change made or not made, he was hardly 
in a position to challenge her authority.  If we assume that Schucman did approve every 
change, and I know of no evidence to suggest she did not, the question then hinges on 
Schucman’s qualifications as an editor. 

Wapnick quotes Schucman on that topic: 
“I assumed the attitude of an editor whose role is to consider only form and disregard con-

tent as much as possible....Bill was adamant in opposing any changes at all, except for deleting 
the too personal early references and correcting actual typing errors….I wanted to change just 
about everything, but I knew that Bill was right. Any changes I made were always wrong in the 
long run, and had to be put back….[The material] had a way of knowing what it was doing, and 
was much better left exactly as it was.”22 

That is a remarkable statement.  Schucman is described by Wapnick as a “compulsive 
editor” and by her own statement, her editing was excessive and she made changes that she 
felt had to be unmade or “put back.”  In the four Scribal Versions available for scrutiny we 
find, however, that it is exceedingly rare that any change was ever “put back.”  Once made, 
the changes tended to persist through subsequent versions.  Sometimes there were further 
changes, but there are almost no instances of material being restored to an earlier form,23 and 
in those few cases, it’s usually a trivial change such as punctuation.  If she did in fact “un-
change” a great deal, no documentation of that has surfaced. 

There are at least two possible explanations for our failing to find any evidence of “put-
ting back.”  Possibly Schucman made changes in drafts which are not available for examina-
tion and those changes were “unmade” in the drafts which are available.  While this is possi-
ble, it seems highly unlikely that if she was in the habit of “putting back” as suggested by her 
comment, it would have been done only once and then subsequently ignored. It is also possi-
ble that Schucman felt the need to “put things back” to their original form, but never actually 
got around to doing it.  In either case, she clearly recognized her own “compulsive editing” 
tendency and admits she changed things that she later felt needed to be put back.  What’s 
missing is any evidence that much ever was “put back.” 

Schucman’s approval of an editing change, then, does not, even in her own view, imply 
that the change was proper or appropriate.  Her statement here appears to reflect more what 
she later felt should have been done rather than what was actually done. 

                                                 
22 Absence from Felicity, p. 329. 
23 Since there is as of yet no Catalogue of Variant Readings I am basing this statement entirely on my own per-
sonal comparison of thousands of individual variants which I have noticed.  I haven’t noticed them all and there 
may be some cases of “putting back” among the variants I have not examined. However, I have sampled a large 
proportion of the editing changes and found only a handful of instances of “putting back” most of which in-
volved trivial punctuation changes which may not have been “consciously putting back” at all, and may have 
simply been further copy-editing which coincidentally changed things back to what they had originally been.  If 
there were a common practice of “putting back” my sample is large enough that at least some instances could be 
expected to show up.  They don’t. 

http://www.circleofa.org/articles/EarlierVersions.php#_edn9
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While Schucman had “taken charge” of the editing according to Wapnick’s account, and 
while she was “his boss” in practical terms, I know of no reason to suppose that her opinion 
that something needed changing was necessarily consistent with the Author’s idea.  All of 
the evidence, including Schucman’s own testimony, suggests that she edited excessively.  
The evidence also suggests that she and Thetford disagreed about the extent of editing and as 
we’ve seen it was Thetford who was given the responsibility for making editing decisions.   
Wapnick’s evidence suggests that for him, her opinion was his authority. 

Once again Schucman’s account, insofar as it can be corroborated by available physical 
evidence, can be only partially verified and is at some key points substantially at variance 
with what the physical evidence appears to show. 

We have an interesting situation in which descriptions of events made years later don’t 
mesh well with what the physical evidence reveals.  We have an account from Prather (see 
earlier quote) that Thetford himself perceived the “stories” to be at variance with the “facts” 
but for whatever reason, chose not to try to correct the errors he noticed.  That is in itself 
rather intriguing but also seems consistent with Thetford’s “passive-aggressive” tendencies.  
The effect of his remaining silent was, of course, that the errors weren’t flagged and cor-
rected and many may well have viewed his silence as assent and confirmation.  That is, if 
someone told a story about the Course and Bill were present and didn’t challenge it, he could 
be presumed to be agreeing with it and thereby confirming it.  Had he drawn attention to er-
rors of fact, the record could have been corrected.  By not doing so, the errors went uncor-
rected. 

Conclusive proof of what is merely suggested here must wait upon further research, but 
the evidence accumulated so far is enough to cast serious doubt on the authority of the edit-
ing and the accuracy of the accounts of it and underscore the need for further research to be 
done on this material. 

This addresses only those changes which one or more editors intentionally introduced.  
In addition to those there are many hundreds which appear to be inadvertent copying mis-
takes.  These unintentional changes of which the editors were almost certainly unaware are 
likely “copying errors” and can usually readily be corrected and “put back” to reflect what 
the Author – and even the Scribes – originally intended. 
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Cross Reference Chart 
1) Introduction to Miracles    T 1  T-in.1  Introduction 

a. Introduction    T 1 A 1  T-in.1  Introduction 
b. Principles of Miracles    T 1 B 1  T-1.I.1 
c. Distortions of Miracle Principles   T 1 C 1  T-1.VI.5.3  The Illusion of Needs 

2) The Illusion of Separation    T 2   T-1 
a. Introduction    T 2 A 1  n/a 
b. The Re-interpretation of Defenses  T 2 B 1  T-2.II.1.4   The Atonement as Defense 
c. Healing as Release from Fear   T 2 C 1  T-2.IV.1 
d. Fear as Lack of Love    T 2 D 1  T-2.VI.1  Fear and Conflict 
e. The Correction for the Lack of Love  T 2 E 1 
f. The Meaning of the Last Judgment  T 2 F 1  T-2.VIII.2 

3) Retraining the Mind     T 3  T-3 The Innocent Perception 
a. Introduction    T 3 A 1   
b. Special Principles for Miracle Workers  T 3 B 1  T-2.V.A.1 
c. Atonement without Sacrifice   T 3 C 1  T-3.I.1 
d. Miracles as Accurate Perception   T 3 D 1  T-3.II.1  Miracles as True Perception 
e. Perception vs. Knowledge   T 3 E 1  T-3.III.1 
f. Conflict and the Ego    T 3 F 1  T-3.IV.1  Error and the Ego 
g. The Loss of Certainty    T 3 G 1  T-3.V.1  Beyond Perception 
h. Judgment and the Authority Problem  T 3 H 1  T-3.VI.1   
i. Creating vs. the Self-Image   T 3 G 1  T-3.VII.1 

4) The Root of all Evil     T 4    T-4 The Illusions of the Ego 
a. Introduction    T 4 A 1    
b. Right Teaching and Right Learning  T 4 B 1  T-3.VI.7 
c. The Ego and False Autonomy   T 4 C 1  T-4.II.1 
d. Love without Conflict    T 4 D 1  T-4.III.1  
e. The Escape from Fear    T 4 E 1  T-4.IV.1  This Need Not Be 
f. The Ego-Body Illusion   T 4 F 1  T-4.V.1 
g. The Constant State    T 4 G 1   
h. Creation and Communication   T 4 H 1  T-4.VII.1 
i. True Rehabilitation    T 4 G 1 

5) Healing and Wholeness    T 5   T-5 
a. Introduction    T 5 A 1  T-5.in.1 
b. Healing as Joining    T 5 B 1  T-5.I.1  The Invitation to the Holy Spirit 
c. The Mind of the Atonement   T 5 C 1  
d. The Voice for God    T 5 D 1 
e. The Guide to Salvation   T 5 E 1  T-5.III.1 
f. Therapy and Teaching    T 5 F 1 
g. The Two Decisions    T 5 G 1  T-5.V.1  The Ego’s use of Guilt 
h. Time and Eternity    T 5 H 2  T-5.VI.1 
i. The Eternal Fixation    T 5 I 1  T-5.VII??   The Decision for God  

6) Attack and Fear     T 6  T-6 
a. Introduction    T 6 A 1  T-6.in.1 
b. The Message of the Crucifixion   T 6 B 1  T-6.I.1 
c. The Uses of Projection   T 6 C 1  T-6.II.1 
d. The Relinquishment of Attack   T 6 D 1  T-6.III.1 
e. The Only Answer    T 6 E 1  T-6.IV.1 
f. “To Have, Give All to All”   T 6 F 1  T-6.V.1  The Lessons of the Holy Spirit 
g. “To Have Peace, Teach Peace to Learn it.  T 6 G 1 
h. Be Vigilant only for God and His Kingdom  T 6 H 1 

7)  The Consistency of the Kingdom   T 7  T-7 
a. Introduction    T 7 A 1  T-7.I.1 
b. Bargaining versus Healing   T 7 B 1  T-7.I.4 
c. The Laws of Mind    T 7 C 1  T-7.II.2  The Law of the Kingdom 
d. The Unified Curriculum   T 7 D 1  T-7.III.1  The Reality of the Kingdom 
e. The Recognition of Truth   T 7 E 1  T-7.III.2  Healing as the Recognition of Truth 
f. Healing and the Changelessness of Mind  T 7 F 1  T-7.V.1   
g. From Vigilance to Peace   T 7 G 1  T-7.VI.1 
h. The Total commitment   T 7 H 1   T-7.VII.1  The Totality of the Kingdom 
i. The Defense of Conflict   T 7 I 1  T-7.VIII.1  The Unbelievable Belief 
j. The Extension of the Kingdom   T 7 J 1  T-7.IX.1 
k. The Confusion of Strength and Weakness  T 7 K 1  T-7.X.3  The Confusion of Pain and Joy 
l. The State of Grace    T 7 L 1  T-7.XI.1 
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8)  The Journey Back     T 8   T-8 
a. Introduction    T 8 A 1  T-8.I.1  The Direction of the Curriculum 
b. The Direction of the Curriculum   T 8 B 1  T-8.I.3.4 
c. The Rationale for Choice   T 8 C 1  T-8.II.1  The Difference between Imprisonment and 
d. The Holy Encounter    T 8 D 1  T-8.III.1 
e. The Light of the World   T 8 E 1  T-8.IV.1  The Gift of Freedom 
f. The Power of Joint Decision   T 8 F 1  T-8.VI.1  The Treasure of God 
g. Communication and the Ego-Body Equation  T 8 G 1  T-8.VII.1  The Body as a Means of Communication 
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